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more excited its action on the centres concerned. If this
doctrine be accepted, it will serve to harmonise the

many conditions-circulatory, nervous, and toxic-under
which Cheyne-Stokes breathing is known to occur. Of

equal interest is the practical importance of the

phenomenon--viz., its prognostic significance-which Dr.
Stokes thought so serious. The question was raised

by Dr. Stephen Mackenzie at a recent meeting of the
Clinical Society, and has elicited some interesting ex-

periences contributed to our columns, from which it would
appear that cases have been known to recover, although
they must form but a small minority. It should also be

borne in mind that in meningitis and other cerebral affec-
tions the breathing may be irregular, even with apnoBal
periods; but, as Biot showed, such do not conform to the
classical type of Cheyne-Stokes breathing, of which the

regular rhythm is so marked a feature.

MR. WILLIAM CADGE AND THE FREEDOM OF
NORWICH.

ON Friday, March 22nd, a great honour was paid to a
distinguished member of our profession by the Town
Council of Norwich. The freedom of that ancient city was
conferred on Mr. Cadge in consideration of his long services,
already extending over thirty-two years, and of his muni-
ficent gift, at first anonymous, of f 10,000 towards the fine
new Norwich Hospital. The list of liberi homines of
Norwich includes such names as Sir Robert Walpole,
William Pitt, the Duke of Wellington, and Lord Nelson.
We consider that the list will only gain in brilliance and in
fame by the latest addition to it of Mr. Cadge. He repre-
sents another art and another kind of service to humanity
than these illustrious men; one indeed hitherto less honoured,
but one not less high or less needful to the human
race. Mr. Cadge still continues the gift of his skill
and his unfailing kindness to the poor of Norfolk, and his
practice still well sustains the credit of the city of Caius, of
Sir Thomas Browne, of Martineau, of Rigby, of Crosse, and
others. The casket containing this great honour is of solid
silver, enamel and repoussee work, ornamented in severe
classic style, with representations of Hygeia, Philanthropy,
the arms of Norwich, Mr. Cadge’s arms, &c. On one side is
the following inscription :-
Presented by the Mayor, Sheriff, Members for the City, Magistrates,

and Corporation of Norwich, together with the honorary freedom of
same city, to William Cadge, Esq., F.R.C.S. Eng., in recognition of his
eminent services as Surgeon to the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital
during the last thirty-two years, and in gratitude for his noble gift
of f’.10,000 to that institution.

Norwich, March, 1890.
The recognition of such lives as that of Mr. Cadge is
in the highest degree honourable to the community which
originates it. We readily understand Mr. Cadge when he
tells us that the very fear of the ordeal of publicity was
one of the motives which induced him to attempt anony-
mity in regard to his generous gift. But he will survive
the ordeal of the 22nd, and we can only hope that he will
long continue to serve the hospital which he loves so much,
and whose museum is so rich in the evidence of his skill.

INCREASE OF OUT-PATIENTS IN BIRMINGHAM.

MR. JAFFRAY, in the absence of Lord Aylesford, presided
at the 110th annual meeting of governors of the General
Hospital, and made an able speech on the work done by
the hospital. He said the work done was very large, especi-
ally in the out-patient department. The increase of the out-
patient department cas altogether abnormal, the number,
45,950, being an increase of 4437 on the previous year.
No less than 31,758 were admitted free-i.e., without
tickets. This statement was received with applause. But
we think it should have excited grave misgiving among

the governors as to the soundness of their philanthropy,
The Hospital Saturday contributions have been the subject
of much boast in Birmingham. But they do not keep pace-
with the growth of this pauperising branch of hospital work.
Here is what Mr. Jaffray says on that subject. "When the
claims of the General Hospital were presented by the com-
mittee of the Hospital Saturday Fund to their constituents,
they might call attention to the fact that, large and accept-
able as their contribution was to it, the free administration-
of relief was considerably out of proportion even to that
handsome donation which was received from year to year.
There was no special reason that he knew of for the increase:
It had wholly taken place with reference to the free admis-
sions." We can only hope that the committee of investiga-
tion will throw light on this grave matter.

VAGINAL INJECTIONS OF CORROSIVE
SUBLIMATE AND NAPHTHOL.

DR. RAFAEL WEss, writing in El Progreso Medico, a:

Cuban medical journal, mentions a form of poisoning by
perchloride of mercury when frequently used, even in very
weak solutions (1 to 5000 or 6000) after severe post-partum
haemorrhage, which requires the complete cessation of the
mercurial salt. It is characterised by diarrhoea, causing,
exceeedingly fetid stools every few minutes, with severe
colic and tenesmus, but without any stomatitis or albu-
minuria. According to the same writer, naphthol solutions
when used as injections in obstetric practice not infrequently
give rise to very severe smarting and burning pains, lasting
for half an hour or so ; and this unpleasant property has
caused many practitioners to abandon the use of this sub-
stance for vaginal injections altogether. The inconvenience
may, however, be entirely obviated by introducing iodo-
form in powder so as to cover the vaginal mucous mem-
brane, and especially any lacerations that may exist,
immediately after the naphthol injection.

THE RIVER LEA.

THE Tottenham Local Board has not had time to perfect
their new drainage scheme, in reference to which they are
now applying to Parliament, and consequently the Hackney
District Board of Works are desirous of extending the period
of time during which Tottenham is permitted to drain into
the metropolitan sewers. The Hackney Board has there-
fore, through a deputation, represented to the Main Drainage

I Committee of the London County Council the need fo,-1

allowing the present arrangements to continue for the

present. We do not doubt that this sanction will be given,
for it would be disastrous if the Lea were to be again
polluted as before. 

-

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS, 1890.
A SHORT time since, in compliance with a request by the

officers of the Berlin Congress, a committee was formed in
London for the purpose of making known as widely as
possible in England the object and arrangements of the

Congress. On this committee the following gentlemeu
have consented to act :-Sir James Paget, President of the
London Congress; Sir Andrew Clark, President of the

Royal College of Physicians; Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson,
President of the Royal College of Surgeons ; Mr. Bryant,
Vice-President of the Royal College of Surgeons ; Sir
Edward Sieveking, late President of the Royal Medical and
Chirurgical Society ; Dr. Dickinson, President of the

Pathological Society ; Dr. Theodore Williams, late Pre-
sident of the Medical Society ; Dr. Wade, President-Elect
of the British Medical Association ; Sir Joseph Lister, Dr.
F. Semon, Sir William MacCormae, and Mr. Makins, under
secretary to the London Congress. The committee met at


